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THE GETAWAY

Travel Gets Even Scarier This Month

Festivals, theme parks and a
real prison to help got you (nio
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Travel gets even scarier this month

Trick or treat? How about a trip instead?

Halloween has long since expanded from the childhood holiday of begging for
Milky Ways and Smatrties to include the adult celebration of costumed role-
playing. Now, driven by theme park pop-up events, festivals and destination-
worthy frights, it's even become its own travel season.

The Haunted Attraction

Association, a trade group,
estimates there are more than 1,500 scary installations across the country this
season. The following aim to attract fearless travelers.

An undated handout photo from Eastern State Penitentiary in Philadelphia, a former
prison with haunted house style tours. Halloween is for tricks, treats and trips. Driven
by theme park pop-up events, festivals and destination-worthy frights, itOs even
become its own travel season. (Eastern State Penitentiary via The New York Times)




— Bloody Attractions

For the creepiest mise-en-scéne, it's hard to get more realistic than the Eastern
State Penitentiary (easternstate org) in Philadelphia. With crenelated walls,
barrel-vaulted hallways and tall windows, the 1%th-century prison was
designed to enlighten its occupants, including Al Capone. Closed in 1971, it
now offers tours, none as chilling as Terror Behind the Walls running through
Nov. 5 (admission from $19). During the nighttime tour, the compound is
broken into six haunted areas, from prison cells to an infirmary filled with
demons and convicts lurking for maximum chilling effects.

In a similar vein of historic building-meets-haunting, the Dent Schoolhouse
(frightsite.com) in Cincinnati opens in the fall as a haunted school with its
legend of a homicidal janitor who killed several students and stuffed their
remains in the basement. Enroll at your own risk through Nov. 5 (tickets from
$10).

In Orlando, A Petrified Forest (apetrifiedforest.com) springs up weekends
through Oct. 29, featuring two walking trails in a rural setting rife with creepy
creatures (tickets from $15).

Fitness gets frightful in a senes of zombie runs held across the country in
which the able-bodied flee flesh eaters, usually over a 5K course. Runners get
three chances to thread the ghoul-flanked course safely with flag-football-style
strips attached to a belt during the Zombie Run at ACE Adventure Resort near
Minden, West Virginia, on Oct. 22 ($35).



